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State Deputy’s Message 

 
Patty and I hope that you had a very Merry Christmas 
and wish you a Happy New Year in 2023. A new year 
is always a cause for hope. We see it as an opportunity 
for a new start in the areas of our lives that we feel 
could use a sharper focus or more attention. 
 
As we turn the page on 2022 it is important to look 
back and take stock on how we did, so as we step into 
2023, we know how best to proceed. We must ask 
ourselves, are we on track or do we have work to do? 
As a State Council we should do the same. Let’s begin 
with a few of our Circle of Honor goals and tracking 
for Star Council. 
 
· Intake Goal – we are a little over 1/3 of the way to 
our membership intake goal sitting at 400 against a 
goal of 1,190. We have 3 councils that have hit their 
membership goal and 9 more that are at 50% of their 
goal. Meaning that about 5% of our councils are 
tracking toward earning their membership intake goal. 
We have work to do! 
 
· Founders Award – currently there are 7 council that 
have earned their Founders Award with another 25 
that have earned one credit toward the Founders 
Award. The state needs 129 councils achieving the 
Founders Award to hit our goal, so we are at 25% of 
our goal at the mid-point of the year. For a council to 
achieve Star Council they must earn this award. We 
have work to do! 
 
· Safe Environment Compliance – 59 councils are safe 
environment compliant representing 23% of our active 
councils. For a council to achieve Star Council they 
must be safe environment compliant. The state’s goal 
is for 40% of our councils to become safe 
environment compliant. We have work to do! 
 

· Every council active – 180 or 70% of our 258 active 
councils in the state have yet to recruit a single 
member. We have work to do! This result is the most 
disappointing while at the same time offering the most 
hope. If every one of our inactive councils had 
recruited just one member, in the first half of the year 
we would be on track to reach our membership intake 
goal. To turn this around all these inactive councils 
need to recruit at least 2 members in the next six 
months for us to reach our goal. This is a very 
reachable goal. 
 
While these results are disappointing, they can easily 
be turned around through engagement and a focus on 
results. The State Council is eager to help you achieve 
all these goals. Reach out to them with questions or 
help in the new year. 
 
Culture of Life - January is Pro-Life month as we 
remember the anniversary of the Roe vs Wade 
Supreme Court decision that found the right to 
abortion in our US Constitution. That ruling 
fortunately was overturned this past summer, 
returning the question of the legality of abortion to the 
states. Our Supreme Knight has asked us to make this 
year our largest witness for the Culture of Life ever in 
this post Roe world. This is especially important at the 
state level where the battle for life is now focused. 
Make plans to join Pro-Life Rallies in Kansas this 
month. Those dates are listed below. 
 
January 24 in Topeka - Pro-Life Rally 
January 28 in Dodge City – Pilgrimage for Life 
(See the State Website for additional details.) 
 
Again, Happy New Year from Patty and me and 
always remember that you are Made for Greatness. 
 
Vivat Jesus, 
Michael J. Grothoff 
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State Chaplain’s Message 
 
As we begin a new year, we have a wonderful 
opportunity to look at our lives as Catholics, and as 
Knights of Columbus. There are many beautiful 
spiritual practices that you already do: Eucharistic 
Adoration, the Rosary, Chaplets, Mental Prayer and 
other devotions. Each of these, as well as all of our 
daily activities find their source and summit in the 
Holy Mass.  
 
Often people will talk to me about dryness in prayer. 
One way we tend to deal with this dryness is to stop 
praying at all; of course that never works.  
 
I would like to suggest for you two things. First, a 
phrase from a famous Benedictine Monk, Abbot John 
Chapman, OSB, (1865-1933). He advised people to 
“pray as you can and do not try to pray as you can’t.” 
These seems silly at first, until you realize that maybe 
the answer to dryness in prayer is not to stop praying 
all together, but to try different things. The essentials 
remain the same: the teachings of Christ and the 
Church, the Mass, and the Liturgy. Each of us will 
find ways to grow in our union with Christ that fit our 
personality.  
 
Second, one method of prayer I would suggest is 
“Lectio Divina,” or the prayerful reading of Sacred 
Scripture. The Knights of Columbus “Vivat Jesus 
Spiritual Planner” has a nice section on how to do this 
ancient form of prayer. I will leave you with the 
following quote from Pope Benedict XVI on “Lectio 
Divina.” 
 
In this context, I would like in particular to recall and 
recommend the ancient tradition of “Lectio divina“: 
“the diligent reading of Sacred Scripture accompanied 
by prayer brings about that intimate dialogue in which 
the person reading hears God who is speaking, and in 
praying, responds to him with trusting openness of 
heart” (cf. “Dei Verbum,” n. 25). If it is effectively 
promoted, this practice will bring to the Church — I 
am convinced of it — a new spiritual springtime. –
Pope Benedict XVI, September 16, 2005. 
 
There are many ways to pray, the important thing is to 
do so daily. As Catholic men in a world filled with 
moral relativism and a radical denial of God, let us 
humbly ask the Holy Spirit to raise up in our day, in 

our families, parishes, councils, dioceses, and in the 
whole Church a new love of the Eucharist. All of the 
devotions I mentioned above, as well as “Lectio 
Divina” can help us to not be startled by the hostile 
voices in the world today, but to rest in and enjoy the 
voice of the Good Shepherd, our Lord Jesus Christ, 
leading us always to the Father. May our partaking of 
Christ in the Eucharist, and adoring Him in 
Eucharistic Adoration lead us to a greater peace and 
joy in bearing Him witness with our lives, words and 
actions. 
 
Vivat Jesus, 
Father Meinrad Miller, OSB 
 
 
 

State Membership Director’s Message 
 
Brother Knights, as we just celebrated the birth of Our 
Lord and Savior and as we enter into a New Year let 
us reach out and ask our fellow Catholic men and 
friends to join our Order. As we enter into the second 
half of the Fraternal year our membership numbers for 
new members are down. I have always heard that the 
Great State of Kansas is a second half team. Now is 
the time to show our stuff. 
 
With what is going on the world today we need more 
Catholic men to stand up and step into the Breach. We 
need young men that want to strengthen their faith and 
become better men, fathers, and husbands. We need 
these men to keep our Order strong and vibrant for the 
future. Use every day as a recruitment day, always 
take advantage when talking with someone and find 
out if they are Catholic and tell them about all the 
good works that the Knights of Columbus does. 
 
As Pope Benedict XVI stated: “The world will offer 
you comfort. You are not made for comfort. You are 
made for greatness.” Now is the time to show how 
great we can be. 
 
Vivat Jesus,  
Steve Abels 
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State Program Director’s Message 
 
I hope everyone had a great Christmas and is enjoying 
a Happy New Year so far! The second half of the 
fraternal year is upon us, and it will be a busy time 
with a flurry of activities. Just view the calendar 
below to see what is coming up for January and 
February. 
 
As you know, January is Pro-Life month. While the 
battle over Roe vs. Wade is over, the fight for Life 
continues. Hopefully your council is hosting a Pro-
Life event this month. Consider hosting a baby 
shower to donate funds and supplies to a crisis 
pregnancy center in your area. As our State Deputy 
discussed above, attend the Pro-Life rally in Topeka, 
or go to Washington D.C. to support the March for 
Life. Maybe your council can help sponsor parish or 
diocese youth to attend one of these events. Make sure 
your council is participating in the Aid and Support 
After Pregnancy (ASAP) program. Click on this Link 
for more information on the Supreme website. 
 
For those councils that are participating in the free-
throw contest, be sure to get the contest completed in 
January. After completing your contest, be sure to 
send on the results to your District Deputy so that the 
winners can participate in the District contest. 
Regional contests will be held on February 19th, and 
the state contest will be held in Salina on March 5th. 
 
If your council participated in the Keep Christ in 
Christmas Poster Contest, your council winners were 
due to your District Deputy on December 31st.  If you 
haven’t done that, please do so ASAP as the District 
winners are due to Family Director Joe Roth on 
January 31st. 
 
Gentlemen, let’s finish out the fraternal year strong. 
The State Convention will be upon us before we 
realize it. If you haven’t done so, review your status 
for the Columbian Award and see if you have any 
gaps to fill in.  If you need assistance, feel free to 
contact me or one of the Program Team members. We 
are here to help you succeed! 
 
Vivat Jesus, 
Eric Sevart 
 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
 
January 
Happy New Year! Support Culture of Life 

Activities! 
1-31  Council Free Throw Contests completed by end 

of month 
1-31  Conduct 18th Annual Culture of Life Baby 

Shower 
22  50th Anniversary of Roe vs. Wade Decision 
17  Deadline for requests to host 2024 Fraternal 

Year State Bowling Tourney 
20 March for Life in Washington, D.C. 
24 Pro-Life Rally in Topeka 
31  Form #1728 Annual Survey of Fraternal 

Activities Report due at Supreme 
31  Form #10784 (formerly #4584) Special 

Olympics Report Form due at Supreme 
31  District Winners of Keep Christ in Christmas 

Poster Contest to Family Director 
 
February 
FEBRUARY Sponsor “BLUE MASS” 
1-14 District Free Throw Contests – first two weeks 
1-28 Select Council Knight of Year at monthly mtg 
1-28 Select Council Family of Year at monthly mtg 
15  Form #1295 Semi-Annual Audit Report due at 

Supreme  
18-19  79th Annual Men’s Bowling Tournament in 

Lawrence (1st weekend) 
19 Regional Free Throw Contests 
25-26  79th Annual Men’s Bowling Tournament in 

Lawrence (2nd weekend) 
 
Congratulations! 
 
Knight of the Month for November 2022:  
Tom Thielen, Council #2538, Park 
 
Family of the Month for November 2022: 
The Brock Downey Family, Council #16595 – Olathe, 
St. John Paul II 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.kofc.org/en/what-we-do/faith-in-action-programs/life/aid-suppport-after-pregnancy.html



